70                    NATIONALITY  IN  HISTORY  AND   POLITICS
It is interesting to compare the spirit of the British and the
French Colonial administration in Africa and other parts of the
world.1 The French try to make the Africans French in language
and civilization and to render them politically an integral part
of the French nation. This implies the recognition of their full
equality and a centralized government. In the older French
colonies the black man, indeed, has the franchise and is repre-
sented in the parliament in Paris. In other colonies the franchise
can be obtained by natives who have certain qualifications,
Negroes have held posts as deputies, vice-president of the Chamber
of Deputies, Under-Secretary of State for the Colonies, colonial
governors, high officials, generals and admirals. In the colonies
white and black soldiers, officials, clerks, workers, students and
children live and work side by side on terms of complete under-
standing and equality. Many black families are already com-
pletely French in language and outlook. Besides, there are
schools for more primitive tribes where the Africans are taught
to develop along their own lines.
The British system does not aim at making the natives
thoroughly British. It offers them either an English education or
a training for the tasks of native life, and employs to a large extent
the system of indirect rule in which the natives remain under the
rule of their own chieftains but under British control. There is
more scope for local autonomy in the British system than in the
centralized French one. In the long run the British way seems
to lead to national independence for the Africans. In spite of all
benevolent efforts the British do not encourage full social equality
for the Africans. There are no legal bars to intermarriage and
social intercourse, but relations are restricted by custom. The
British Army and Navy did not accept black men for service side
by side with whites, though now a change seems to have taken
place in this respect. In the Dutch empire there is no colour bar,
the Javanese enjoying political rights and a wide autonomy. A
consequence of the Dutch administration is that the numerous
peoples with different languages and customs gradually acquire a
sentiment of unity which may lead to common nationhood,
probably in the form of a federation.
In the Dominions the antagonism against coloured races is
outspoken. Its chief protagonists are the Boers of South Africa,
1 Of. three most informative books compiled by study groups of the Royal Institute,
of International Affairs : The Colonial Problem, 1937, pp. 58, 114, 117, 121 ; The
British Empire; The French Colonial Empire. The British and French educational
systems in Africa have been compared in a book by W, Bryant Mumford and G. Orde-
Brown, Africans Learn to be French.